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What  Is  a Medical 
Missionary? 

H.  F.  Williams 

What  do  we  mean  when  we  speak  of 
Medical  Missions?  In  the  minds  of  many, 
a conception  of  medical  work  on  foreign 
mission  fields  is  a mere  humanitarian  ser- 
vice to  which  may  be  added  more  or  less 
religious  exercise.  This  view  of  medical 
missions  regards  the  medical  work  as  dif- 
ferent from  foreign  mission  work  in  gen- 
eral— as  separate  from  world  evangeliza- 
tion. 

The  work  of  medical  missionaries,  phy- 
sicians and  nurses,  has  a very  much  larger 
objective  than  the  healing  of  the  body,  or 
the  improvement  of  social  conditions,  how- 
ever valuable  that  may  be.  The  aim  and 
spirit  of  Medical  Missions  is  fundamentally 
a part  of  the  great  missionary  enterprise. 
As  a matter  of  fact,  there  are  no  mission- 
aries with  a stronger  and  warmer  faith  in 
the  Gospel  than  the  doctors  and  nurses  who 
go  abroad  in  the  name  of  Christ. 

“Medical  missionaries  are  not  separated 
from  other  physicians ; they  take  their  place 
in  the  ranks  of  all  who  fight  to  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  life.  They  range  themselves 
among  the  disciples  of  Pasteur  and  Lister. 
They  take  with  them  the  resources  of  mod- 
ern surgery  and  medicine,  and  not  the 
least  of  their  gifts  to  the  backward  races 
of  mankind  is  the  austere  and  fearless 
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spirit  of  truth  which  science  demands  of 
its  servants.  They  are  evangelists  of  med- 
icine and  surgery,  and  their  purpose  is 
not  complete  till  they  have  trained  doc- 
tors and  nurses  in  the  lands  to  which  they 
go.  This  task  has  been  begun,  notably  in 
China,  and  there  is  good  promise  that  a 
medical  profession  may  arise  in  the  East 
and  the  South.  They  are  evangelists,  but 
they  are  none  the  less  physicians.” 

In  a recent  paper  on  Medical  Missions 
Dr.  R.  Fletcher  Moorshead  of  England 
gives  a very  enlightening  outline  of  what 
the  medical  missionary  message  is  intended 
to  accomplish.  He  says:  “Medical  Mis- 
sions affords  an  interpretation  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Message.  In  the  work  of  healing 
the  sick  the  medical  servant  of  Jesus  Christ 
is  exemplifying  the  spirit  of  his  Master  and 
giving  tangible  expression  to  the  meaning 
of  His  message.  Our  Lord  employed  heal- 
ing in  this  way  when  he  sent  back  the 
messengers  of  John  the  Baptist  with  the 
injunction,  ‘Go  your  way  and  tell  wliat 
things  ye  have  seen  and  heard.’  ” 

The  medical  missionary  has  an  unex- 
celled opportunity  for  personal  evangelism. 
The  missionary  doctor  has  a point  of  con- 
tact with  his  patients  that  even  the  evan- 
gelist has  not.  The  doctor  is  brought  into 
personal  touch  with  his  patients,  wins  their 
confidence  and  affection,  opening  the  way 
for  the  spiritual  message.  “In  that  way 
the  doctor — the  nurse  too — is  in  a position 
to  function  as  a personal  evangelist  of  the 
very  first  order.” 
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The  work  of  the  medical  missionary  gives 
him  opportunities  of  pioneering  in  mis- 
sionary service.  Instances  almost  beyond 
number  are  given  in  the  reports  from  the 
field  of  how  the  patients  in  the  hospitals 
and  those  treated  in  the  out-station  fields 
come  into  first  contact  with  the  gospel  mes- 
sage through  the  doctor  who,  in  Christ’s 
name,  by  healing  bodies  and  saving  lives 
overcomes  the  obstacles  of  fanaticism  and 
superstition.  ‘‘By  the  use  of  medical 
science  the  folly  of  many  a heathen  super- 
stition is  laid  bare  whilst  the  friendship  of 
the  missionary  is  established.  The  one 
language  of  the  human  heart  the  world 
over  demonstrates  its  power,  and  a way 
for  the  Gospel  becomes  revealed.  The  sor- 
row is  that  missionary  societies  are  only 
able  to  do  so  little  in  availing  themselves 
of  the  medical  missionary  method.” 

It  has  been  truthfully  said  that  medical 
missions  will  create  an  altogether  new  con- 
science in  the  non-Christian  world  in  re- 
spect to  human  life  in  the  prevention  and 
cure  of  disease.  The  following  is  an  ad- 
mirable summary  by  Dr.  Moorshead  of 
what  medical  missions  are  attempting  to 
accomplish : 

“It  may  therefore  be  claimed  that  medi- 
cal missions  are  attempting  and  achieving 
great  things  both  in  the  direct  extension 
of  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  in  the  lessen- 
ing of  human  sin  and  suffering.  The  value 
of  such  a service  cannot  be  measured  by 
anything  less  than  the  loftiest  and  worthiest 
considerations,  and  because  that  is  so,  every 
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follower  of  Jesus  Christ  should  seek  to  do 
all  that  he  can  to  speed  the  advance  and 
efficiency  of  this  Christlike  work.” 

A missionary,  when  only  squalid  Chinese 
huts  were  available  for  hospital  purposes, 
wrote:  “Many  of  our  most  earnest  Chris- 
tians and  inquirers  have  come  through  the 
hospital,  and  who  can  estimate  the  far- 
reaching  influence  on  the  souls,  as  well  as 
the  bodies,  of  thousands  who  have  received 
treatment  in  our  hospital?”  What  large 
Fountains  of  Power  our  better  equipped 
hospitals  of  the  present  are ! 

From  our  Southern  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion in  the  Belgian  Congo  comes  this  con- 
crete example  of  direct  fruits  from  Medi- 
cal Missionary  Work: 

“Some  of  our  missionaries  were  recently 
visiting  a State  officer  far  into  the  interior 
on  the  very  border  of  a cannibal  tribe.  In 
the  camp  of  the  native  State  soldiers  they 
saw  one  of  the  soldiers  who  a short  time  be- 
fore had  been  at  Lubondai  for  two  months 
for  treatment  of  a terrible  wound  inflicted 
by  a cannibal  witch  doctor.  This  native 
soldier  was  seen  standing  before  the  other 
soldiers  and  the  prisoners  in  the  camp  read- 
ing to  them  from  the  Bible  which  he  had 
obtained  while  at  the  Mission.  The  listen- 
ers were  intensely  interested.  This  very 
incident  opened  the  way  for  one  of  the 
missionaries  to  explain  to  that  group  of 
spiritually  starved  heathen  the  meaning  of 
some  of  the  Scripture  passages  which  were 
being  read.” 
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